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Kansas Water Office efforts recognized by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Award reflects Governor Sam Brownback’s commitment to preserving water resources for the future
Topeka, Kan. - Recently the Kansas Water Office (KWO) was recognized by the U. S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) for their continued partnership and contribution to the USACE mission during the
approval process of the John Redmond Reservoir Dredging Initiative. This project is the first and
largest inland Section 408 request -permission for the alteration of a USACE civil works project- in the
nation to be approved by USACE, Headquarters.
Lieutenant Gen. Thomas P. Bostick, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Commander, and Col.
Richard A. Pratt, Tulsa District, Commander, presented the award to the KWO as well as former
KWO employee, Susan Metzger, noting the efforts by the office reflect highly upon the state of
Kansas and the nation.
“The KWO’s commitment to delivering enduring and essential water resources solutions to our nation
through successful completion of all needed elements for review and approval of the John Redmond
Dredging Initiative was commendable,” Bostick said. “Ms. Metzger’s demonstration of expert-level
knowledge and skills in managing the drafting of technical elements of the Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement, was pivotal for the successful completion of this effort by KWO.”
Since 1964, John Redmond has lost an estimated 42 percent of its conservation pool storage
capacity, 80 percent more than originally projected by the USACE at the time the reservoir was

completed. While there have been many short and midterm alternatives to reduce sediment or
increase storage through streambank restoration projects and a two-foot pool raise and reallocation,
these efforts alone will not remedy the sedimentation rate alone.
“Our work to dredge John Redmond Reservoir is part of our effort to preserve and extend water
resources in Kansas,” said Governor Sam Brownback. “Increasing its storage capacity is an important
part of our vision to preserve water resources in Kansas. I commend the efforts in protecting this vital
resource.”
KWO has worked with the USACE on numerous projects around the state but knew this kind of 408
Request had not been done before. After the extensive review of alternatives, KWO saw no other
choice to ensure future water supply.
“The water stored in John Redmond Reservoir is provided, through a contract with the KWO, to 19
communities, six industrial users and the Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Station,” said KWO Director
Tracy Streeter. “This project is vital for many reasons including providing power to two-thirds of our
state.”
Dredging sediment from the conservation pool would restore water supply storage for the benefit of
the regional water users and restore the lost aquatic habitat for the benefit of public recreation and
the lake ecosystem.
“After 10 years of collaboration and significant environmental and technical review of this project, it is
exciting to see the construction of sediment disposal facilities and deployment of dredging
equipment,” said Susan Metzger, KS Dept. of Agriculture Assistant Secretary. “Our state and the
John Redmond project have paved the path for future storage restoration projects, not only here in
Kansas but across the nation.”
The first dirt work began in November 2015 and the official dredging will commence this spring. For
more information about the John Redmond Dredging project visit www.kwo.org.
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