Great Bend Prairie Regional Planning Area
Guiding Principle
Ensure regulations and programs put into place are reviewed to ensure various water use groups are not adversely
affected by regulations and programs intended for an individual water use group.

1. Achieve water use sustainability within the Great Bend Prairie Regional Planning Area by 2025 with
a starting point being no new net depletions that includes a reasonable raising or lowering of the
water table based on average weather conditions.
2. Maintain annual training funds of 15% from Clean Water Drinking Fee and increase technical training support to
Public Water Supply (PWS) systems to enhance new technology and increase water efficiently and effectively,
thus reducing water loss. Utilize available municipal/residential/commercial irrigation training programs provided
by the Irrigation Association.
3. Enhance the monitoring of poor quality water in areas which have salt water disposal lines, disposal wells and
areas with high salt sources to ensure that contamination of fresh water sources does not occur as well as to stop
and reverse further contamination of fresh water sources. Establish a self-reporting program under penalty of law
if a problem is observed to ensure the problem does not get worse. Start using mapping techniques and disposal
line maintenance and replacement to ensure this goal is met. Set up a review program by 2020.
4. Initiate research and development of feed wheat as an alternative feed source within the Great Bend Prairie
Planning Region. Technology transfer from this research would have benefits in areas of Kansas where water is
not available for production of water-intensive crops. Dual research program: plant breeding and livestock
feeding. Achieve large scale feeding trials by 2025.
5. Work towards sustainability of watersheds so that flood control capacity is maintained while maintaining
streamflow to meet downstream water needs. Progress towards sustainability would be to have 50% of the
drainage area within watershed districts controlled by watershed structures by 2065. Best available
information/data will be evaluated every 10 years to track progress towards meeting this goal.

