Upper Smoky Hill Regional Planning Area
Guiding Principle
Achieving sustainability is defined for this planning region as ensuring the future health and success of the community,
environment, economy and the people of the region. Implementation of these goals should not purposefully or
unintentionally penalize good stewards.

1.

By 2025, reduce irrigation use by 25% based on recent average pumping history per water right. Allow
water right transfers and other flexibilities as long as a net reduction is achieved. In addition, annual
water use for all irrigation users will not exceed net irrigation requirement for that county.

2. Develop a water reduction plan and begin implementation by January 2016. Short term: Reduce the rate of
depletion of the aquifer within five years to sustain the economy, but begin implementation of conservation
immediately. Long term: By evaluating success every five years, determine if conservation measures are achieving
a reduced rate of depletion. (Rationale: Within each five year evaluation period new technologies and crop
varieties as well as additional sources of supply will be more and more available.)
3. All municipal users within the planning region will be at or below the regional 2015 average gallons per capita per
day (GPCD) within the next five years. All municipal users as defined by the Kansas Water Appropriation Act in
planning area will follow best management practices and implement a conservation plan.
4. Maximum water use per head will be maintained as defined by the Kansas Water Appropriation Act. Stockwater
allocations as defined by Kansas Water Appropriation Act will implement best management practices and be as
efficient as possible. Measure the implementation of this goal by a 15% increase in the adoption of practices
(overflow reuse, etc.) management practice plans within the next five years.
5. Industrial users and all other beneficial uses of water will develop best management practice plans to be as
efficient as possible. By 2020, all industrial users will have a best management practice plan and the adoption of
practices will increase by 15%.

